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| PROVERBS XXIV; 30, 31, 34. 


7 went by the field of the athful, and by. the 


vineyard of the. man void of underſtanding: 
And h, it was all grown over with thorns, 
and nettles bad covered the face thereof, and 
the ſtone wall thereof was broken down. Then 
1 ſaw, and confidered it well : Ihe 
it, and received infiruttion, wed *s 


— many; in one he. 


generate age, to boaſt of the rectitude of 


human nature, and to exalt the fallen 
ana man, almoſt to the ſphere of his pri- 


mitive purity ; ſo that thoſe who are ſtrangers 
to their own hearts (as all mankind by nature 
are) by imbibing ſuch a ſentiment, might be 


tempted to conclude they were yet in their 


paradifaical ſtate, or at moſt ſuſtained but very 
little diſadvantage by the fall. But ſuch as 


are enlightened by the Grace vf God know, 


by ſad experience, the loſs to be great; and 
that the moral contagion, like the ſpreading 
leproſy, hath extended its malignant influence 


oyer all the ſons and daughters of Adam, and 
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| extended i its venomous nature through all the 


powers and faculties of the ſoul, by which 
the underſtanding is darkened, and totally 


incapacitated to form a true judgment of ſpi- 


ritual things ; * for the natural man receiveth 


not the things of the Spirit of God; they 
are fooliſhneſs unto him; neither can he 


know them, becauſe they are . 


« diſcerned,” 1 Cor. ii. 14. 


The will is ſtubborn and perverſe, in which 
there is a natural propenſity to rebel againſt 
God, an inclination to fin, a difinclination to 
holineſs: it chuſeth the baneful evil, but re- 
fuſeth the ſalutary good: The affections are 


naturally earthly, conſequently cleaving to the 
duſt; and as they cannot love God, nor raiſe 
their deſires heavenward; neither can they 


hate ſin as ſin, nor deſire a freedom from the 


ſame. 


And this will be the wretched caſe, till e 
ſeeds of grace are ſown in the heart; and 
even then, by reaſon of the remaining ſeeds 


of iniquity, unleſs there be great care taken, 


and much watchfulneſs over the heart, they 
will ſhoot forth their pernicious branches in 
words and actions diſhonourable to God, and 
diſtreſſing to their own ſouls. It is for want 


of this care, and not nipping ſin in the bud, 


C | that 
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that many profeſſors, as well as non-prdfe 
-ſors, are, like the field and vineyard in my 
text, all grown over with thorns, and nettles 
covering the face thereof, ſo that you may 
read the text in their perſons, and their per- 
ſons in the words of the text; which are a 
true emblem of the ſpiritual fluggard, as will 
appear in the following diſcourſe. 
I went by the field of the ſlothful, and 
by the vineyard of the man void of under- 
. ſtanding: And lo, it was all grown over 
e with thorns, and netiles had covered the 
face thereof, and the ſtone wall thereof 
8 «. was broken down. Then I faw, and con- 
- ©. fidered it well: I looked upon it, and re- 
* ceived inſtruction. In ago theſe 
I I ſhall conſider, #, 


I. The perſon or pern Giokes of in our 
text; namely, the ſlothful, and * man 
void of underſtanding, 


II. Paſs by his field and vineyard, and you 
wuoill behold it is all grown over with 
thorns, and nettles are covering the face 
thereof, and the ſtone wall thereof i is 
broken down. 


III. Endeavour to learn, with the wiſe man, 
a leſſon of inſtruction. 
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1. 1 ſhall conſider the perſon or perſons 
ſpoken of in our text. By whom, I under- 
ſtand, are meant one and the ſame ; fince a 
ſlothful perſon, +both in a civil and religious 


ſenſe, is void of underſtanding. 


Firſt, In a civil ſenſe; as I ſhall ſhew, 


1. by deſcribing the flothful man; 2. oo 


proving the point in hand. 
(I.) A ſlothful man, according to the com- 


mon acceptation of the word, ſigniſieth an 


idle, ſupine, indolent, or lazy perſon ; one 


that is ſothful in buſineſs ; and is elegantly 


deſcribed by the wiſe man in the verſe fol- 


lowing our text, alſo in chap. vi. 10. Yet 
a little ſleep, a little ſlumber, a little fold- 
@ ing of the hands to ſleep; in which you 
may obſerve a viſible gradation. Firſt, he 


requeſts a little more ſleep, which muſt be 


denied him; then, to be gratifed with a 
little more ſlumber; which muſt not be 


granted; and, laſtly, to be indulged with a 


little more folding of the hands, which com- 
mand a negative anſwer ;. no branch of ſloth- 


fulneſs being lawful to indulge, 

(2.) Shall prove the point in band; viz. 
that a ſlothful perſon, in a civil or © literal 
ſenſe, is void of underſtanding. _ + 

| to He 
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1. He underſtandeth not the end of his 
creation, as a reaſonable being, much more 
being required of him than of the ſenfitive or 
brutal creation. It is not enough for man, 
who is an intelligent being, to perform the 
animal functions of life, as eating, drinking, 
fleeping, &c. but he muſt alſo exerciſe the 
rational powers of his ſoul, as thinking, re- 
flecting, ſcheming, &c. in order that he may 
execute that which is eſſential to his temporal 
happineſs ; otherwiſe, however honourable he 
raay imagine himſelf to be, without this un- 
derſtanding he is like unto the beaſt that 
periſheth, 

2. He underſtandeth not the end of pro- 
vidence; for if the Lord hath been pleaſed to 
indulge him with a calling, whatever it may 
be, he is not to be flothful, but to improve 
both his time and talent, eſpecially in huſ- 
bandry, at which our text more immediately 
points ; which commands great care, dili- 
gence, and induſtry, otherwiſe his field and 
vineyard will be all grown over with thorns, 
nettles will cover the face thereof, and the 
ſtone-wall broken down; conſequently ex- 
poſed to thieves and robbers, and an inlet to 
every roving beaſt, 


3. He 
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3. He underſtandeth not that his ground 
muſt be occupied and manured, that his field 
muſt be ploughed and ſown, otherwiſe its 

production will be nothing but vegetable nu- 
ſance, fitter for the burning than the barn: 
The vineyard alſo muſt be planted, the vines 
dreſſed; all which require ſkill and induſtry- 

4. He underſtandeth not the wretched di 
appointment he will meet with in the ap- N 
pointed weeks of harveſt, if he expects to 
gather grapes of thorns, or figs of thiſtles, or 
that his nettles ſhould bring forth wheat or 
barley. It will then be too late to ariſe from 
his ſleep, in order to execute that which, 
might produce a plenteous and joyful harveſt. 

This he will know by woful experience. 
However he may now flatter himſelf with 
pleaſing dreams, this may ſuffice to prove the 
point, that the flothful man is void of under- 
ſtanding, and that in a civil or a literal ſenſe, | 

Secondly, I ſhall ſhew that the religious 
fuggard is alſo void of underſtanding. - By 
the religious fluggard, I mean one that is 
fothful or remiſs. in religious duties; ſuch as 
relate, 1. to the church; 2. to the family; 

3. the cloſet; 4. our own hearts. | 

(1. ) To the church; / from whence none 

ought, to abſent themſelves, unleſs ſickneſs, 
58 
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or ſome other extraordianry otcaſion, pres 
vehts:; and here ve may find many pro- 
fitable duties incumbent on us, ſuch as at- 
tending on the bleſſed word preached which 
holds forth both our privilege and duty; at- 
tending upon that ſolemn ordinance of the 
Lord's Supper, in commemoration. of the ſuf- 
fering arid death of our dear Bord Jeſus the 
attending upon weekly exerciſes of prayer, 
and conferring on the word of God; as alſo | 
church-mettings; to conſult the welfare of 
the church in genetal; and to take heed leaſt 
any root of bitterneſs ſpringing:;up<trouble, us. 
| Now to be deficient in àny of theſe things, 
is a true mark of religious ſluggards, who 
conſequentiy are void 5 eee under- 
| ſtanding, Pos ns 
I. They underſtand ndt the ind of. theie 
profeſſed new creation, and the honourable 
titles they bear, if ne creatutes; which the 
apoſtle Peter takes notice of, 1 Peter ii. g. 
Ve are a choſen generation, a royal prieſt- 
© hood; ati holy nation, a peculiar people, 
* that ye ſhould ſhew forth the prailes of 
*© him who hath' ealled you out of darkneſs 
into his marvellous light“ Here you ſee 
the end of our new creation; or being called 
out of datkneſs into marvellous light, is to 
W 008 
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—— praiſes of the Creator; Which 


cannot be executed whilſt we abſent ourſelves 


froth the public worſhip of God in his church. 


No; if we are created in Chriſt Jeſus, it ls 
untd good works, Which God hath: before 


ordained that we an walk in x then, 


Epb. il ro! 22 
2. They n not WAY 40 0b a 
covenant engagement, if profeſſors, that they 


ate to attend upon all the ordinances of the 


Lord, and not to forſake the aſſembling of 
themſelves together, as the manner of ſome 


is; and ſo much the more, as they ſee the 


day approaching, Heb. x. 25. We ſhould alſo 
pray with one another, as well as for one 
another, which cannot be performed whilſt 
we abſent ourſelves from one another. 


4. "They underſtand udt how eljeifNorhful . * 


negligence diſtreſſes the miniſters the Lord 


hath ſet over them, who ate made ſometimes 


with the lamenting prophet to ſay, Who 
ec hath believed our report, and to whom is 


<« the arm of the Lord revealed.” Ia. liii. 1. 
And it ſeems pretty evident to me, that where 


the report is believed, and the arm of the 
Lord is revealed, they will have a different 


influence on the life and Fre than 
| UE. nf 2 | what 
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what! appear among; many een 


day. en SUL £179 1a Has Bk 


. They. eee how — hw 
thoſe chat the Lord would not have-grieved 3 
I niean>fuch. who; walk a to the di- 
rections (of the Lawgiver,.. whoſe lives and 
convert ſations adorn the doctrines af the goſpel | 
they proſe ſ and walk; worthy of the vcca · 
tion herewith they are called: ſuch are: 
grieved to ſre how-1the: miniſters; are flighted; 
grievedi to ſee hom the word and ordinances 
art abuſed, gtieved to ſee how the authority; 
of Chriſt is conteinned, and how the ways of 
Sion mourn; when few come to 5 
ſoaſtt. jo: „ibn SHITE 35 
: 2195 (They underſtand not chat a — 
block they lay bi fore weak Chriftians, Wha 
are aſk ing the way to Sion with their faces 
ſthithertyard; What an example they ſet to 
the riſing generation, trample upon the au- 
thority of the bhleſſed Jeſus; what a handle 
they give the wicked world to bring an evil 
report of the good ways of God, and how 
they encourage the devil, by laying a ſolid 
foundation for ni defeſtabls? buy) an 
ear e d Het” i 

6. They ande end not ontairdacknch al 
eat ſuch ſlothful conduct witl bring upon 
B 2 their 
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their own ſouls; it may be, walk in darknem 
all their days, and at laſt bring down their 


gray hairs with ſorrow tothe grave. O that 


** they were wiſe, that they underſtood this, 


i that they would conſider their latter end. 


(2.) In the family. The lluggard in his 
family, in a religious ſenſe, is one that is 


negligent in family-worſhip; ſach as calling 


the family: together at convenient ſeaſons, 
eſpecially in the evening, to read the word of 
God, and to offer up their joint ſacriice of 
Prayer and praiſes - to ſet before them the 
worth of their precious and immortal ſouls, 
the wretched nature of fin, the direful effect 
thereof, the abſolute neceſſity of a Saviour, 
and the ſuĩitableneſs of the bleſſed Lord Jeſus: 
the whole of which ſhould be crowned with 
an exemplary life and (converſation j/ and 
where theſe things are wanting, the bead ug 
that family is void of underſtanding... | 

1. He underſtandeth not his calling as. 95 
mater of a family, whoſe duty it is to train 
up his children in the nurture and admoni- 


tion of the Lord, |Epb. vi. 4. by uſing his 


utmoſt efforts to inſtil orthodox principles in- 


their tender minds, and to preſerve their mo- 
rals from the contagion of the day; to point 


out the good as way, and daily exhorting 


them 
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them to walk wiereih. Sith! conduct! au chli 
the omniſcient Bod, Who belloldech the end 


from the beginning, i foreſaw would be faiths 
ful Abrahams: For I kHe¾u him ( ſaith the 
Lord) / that he will command his children 
wand his houſhold after him, and they ſhalt 
* keep the way of the Lord, to do juſtice 
* and judgment. Gen. xviii. 19. Glorious 
conduct, bleſſed example! It was alfts th 
© pious re ſolotion of- Joſhua that he anU- his 

livuſe woold ferve'the Lord 5h, Ki RK 

. He underſtandeth not that his /houſs] 
like the ſloggard's field and vineyard, will be 
all grown over with thorns; and! nettles will 
cover the face theteof. How many ſhocking 
inſtances of this kind maꝝ be ſcn in this de: 
generate age even among profeſſors them - 
ſelves, which, fear, is oſten uwing ta the want 
of diligence, care, and induſtty, in he family: 
which ſometime terminate in tlie great xłgret 
of the parents; Who. too late ard made to cry 
with the eagle in the fable, The feathers 
that camei aut of my on body; winged an 


#.arrow to pierce me td the very heart. 
Piercing reflection this, eſpecially When we 
conſider the cauſe thereof. aiv ad: did 
e2iigarHe underſtandeth not that * the curſe 
# Gl the Lord is in the houſe of the wicked, 

0 but 


„ 7 
. Prov.dii., 33. Behold with aſtoniſhment, for 
the Lord hath-fpoken; his cutſe is in the houſe 
of the wicked. Dreadſul conſideration l but 
an awful ttuth, corrobotated by an inſpired 
writer: Jer. x. ag. Pour out thy fury upon 
t the heathen, that know thee not, and upon 
4 the families that call not on thy name.“ 
What a fearfulland pregnant imprecation is 
hereil Not the fury of feeble man, but tho 
ſury of almighty Gad not a. drop. of fury; 
but a tremendous flood, which, like an over- 
flowing deluge, will ſwerp ſuch families with - 
the beſom of deſtruction, : unleſs interpoſing 
mercy prevents. Hany ſhauld object. and ſay this 
paſſage hath a peculiar reſpect to the heathen; 
conſequently: extends not to the * Chriſtian; 
F anſwer, (parallel with our Lord. in another 
caſe}. It ſhall. be more tolerable for ſuch 
heathens in thenday of judgment, than for 
the pretended: Chriſtian, dr: the falſe profel- 
ſdre But he bleſſeth the habitation of the 
juſt: ſuch as is juſt in executing: his charge 
oer his family. Take a ſurvey of ſuch an 
houſe, and you may ſte a: nurſery fur the 
church, the vineyard below ye for the para- 
dite above; their children, like olive btanches 
tound about cheir table, green nn 5 
1d f? e 


— — — - -—_— — — 


— —— — » —— 22 
2 * — 


— 


* PPP . OOOOOOOOOOmOmnmna ee 
2 
. „ 20 


2 
+. — - - 
= — 


— ͤ—— — UA — — — 
. - —=- Por N —_— 2 - 
— - 3 
— - 


1 156 1] 
ib the ways of God, promiſing tuch fruit in 
1the-rifiig generation; and though Eli may 
bhave a Hophai and Phineas, ſons of Belial, 
who knew nqt the Lord, Auron a Nadab and 


Abihu, who offered ſtrange. fire upon the al- 
Rar, David an Amnen and an Abſalom, the 
one a raviſher and the other a rebel, yet, in 
the genetal, the former, is viſibly true. 
4. He: undeeftandeth not what an awful 
thing it will be, ſhould: he, with his thoros 
and hettles; which he hath ſinfully nouriſhed, 
be bound up in one bundle, and caſt into the 
fire, where will be weeping, wailing, and 
gnaſhing of teeth. This, O this will add 


* fuel to the flame. Thus I have ſet befdre 


you life and death, /blefling and / eurfing ; 
therefore chuſe life, that you and your ſeed 

may live. I. would not from hence have any 
conelude, that I ſuppoſe either a will or power 

in the fallen creature to perform anꝝ thing ſpiri- 
tvally good without the grace of God: No, 
experience and the word of God have taught 
me another leſſon, viz. that we can of our- 
ſelves do nothing; but that it is, God that 
worketh in us both to will and to do of his 

own good pleaſure: yet, in regard to exter- 


nals, I believe many things may be done 
2 are left undone, both in the animal, 


civil. 
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civil, and religious economy} "as for example, | 
to uſe: tlie words of: 4 modern divine, in 
actions that relate to tlie animal economy, | 
the will is unqueſtionably free; ſhe can con- 
tract the forehead into a frown, or expand it 
with a ſmile : in the ordinary affairs of life 
ſhe is under no controul; we can undertake 
or decline a journey, carry on or diſcontinue 
an employ, juſt as we pleaſe. In the out- 
ward rites of religion alſo, the will is her 
ovyn miſtreſs: we can read the word of God, 
or go to the place of divine worſhip, withoat 
any extraordinary aid from above. 

(3.) The religious ſluggard is one that j is 
ſlothful in his cloſet; by which I mean, one 
that reſtraineth private prayer; and ſuch an 
one muſt be ranked among them that are 
void of underſtanding; becauſe, | 
1. He underftandeth not that private prayer | 
is an incumbent duty; - and a gracious privi- 
lege: that it is an incumbent duty is evident 
from the command given by the great high- 
- prieſt of our profeſſion, Mat. vi. G. Bat 
* thou, when thou prayeſt, enter into thy 

« cloſet, and when thou haft ſhut thy door, 
0 pray to thy Father which is in ſecret, and 
* and thy Father which feeth in ſecret ſhall 
reward ' thee openly,” And that it i9/a 
Ae 55 gracious 
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Frarious privilege appeats from what our 
great High- prieſt hath done for us in turning 
the ſeat of juſtice into a ſeat of mercy, or the 
burning throne into a throne of grace; to 
which we may now draw near with an holy 
boldneſs, where we may obtain mercy, and 
find grace to hep in time of need. Heb, 
iv, 16, 

2. He RPE Wet not that private prayer 
is a very ſolemn duty. Here we can make 
an humble confeſſion to God of thoſe intel- 
lectual and actual corruptions and ins which 
might not be prudent in ſocial prayer: here, 
likewiſe, we ſhould wreſtle with God for the 
graces of his Holy Spirit; for enlightening 
grace, that we may underſtand his divine 
will, both as to faith and practice; for hearts 
cleanſing grace, that our corruptions may be 
ſubdued, that we may be more holy and 
heavenly minded, and that our conſciences 
may be purged from dead works to ſerve the 
living God; for ſupporting grace under the 
many trials and temptations incident to this 
ſtate of trial. and probation ; for perſevering 
grace, that we may not halt by the way, 
neither turn aſide into crooked paths, leaſt 
we ſhould be brought forth with the workers 
of iniquity ; but that we may | be enabled to 
3 E enen 
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preſs forward towards the mark for the prize 
of the high calling of God in Chriſt Jeſus. 
We ſhould alſo pray for temporal bleſſings, 
ſuch as health, ſtrength, the kind accommo- 
dations of life, and that the Lord would proſ- 
per us in all our lawful undertakings. In 
brief, we ſhould pray, when in our ſecret 
retirements, for our family and friends, for 
the church and ſtate, for the magiſtrates and 
miniſters, yea for the world in general ; nor 
ſhould we be wanting in giving thanks to the 
Lord for every mercy, but in every thing by 
prayer and ſupplication with thankſgiving let 
our requeſts be made known unto God. 

3. He underſtandeth not the uſefulneſs of 
prayer, what gracious anſwers the humble 
ſuppliants | have received both for themſelves, 
their families, the church and ſtate; of which 
many inſtances might be produced, as inter- 
ſperſed i in the facred oracles. From hence it 
appears, that cloſet-prayer is both a duty and 
Privilege, and that he who is ſlothful therein 
Is void of underſtanding. 

(4) The religious floggard is one that i is 
ſlothful in his own heart; that i is to lay, ſuch 
an one as ſeldom or never takes a turn into his 
heart, to ſee how it ſtands betwixt God and 


his own ſoul: and ſuch, whoever he may be, 
is 


1 
| is far from executing the command given by 


the royal pſalmiſt, Who exhorts us in our 
nocturnal retirements to commune with our 
own heart upon our beds, Fſalm iv. 44 But 
where this duty is neglected, ſure I am that 
fuch a perſon is a ſtranger to his own has 
and ſo void of underſtanding. 
1. He underſtandeth not what corruptions | 
are lodged therein: and whatever vain opinion 
and venerable thoughts he may entertain of 
- himſelf, he is the ſubject of a depraved prin» 
ciple, the ſeeds of all iniquity are ſown in his 
heart, and are eſſential to his fallen Nature 3 
yea, the regenerate themſelves carry about 
them a body of fin and death, under which 
they often groan, being burdened. _ 

2.; He underſtandeth not how ſpontaneous 
they are in their production, but not fo ſud- 
den in their deſtruction; for though, like 


Jonah's goard, they may ſpring up in a night, 


yet do they not ſo ſoon wither away; ſo that 


unleſs timely care be taken, and the heart kept 
with all diligence, theſe immoral nuſances 
will ſpring and ſpread till the unhappy ſub- 
ject is all grown over with thorns, and nettles 
covering the face thereof; and, for want of 
watchfulneſe, the moral wall will be broken 

; C2 down, 
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down, as will appear under the rb 


head. I come now to the 


II. 3 head: And "3% we e ſhall paſs 
by his field and vineyard; and what do. we 
diſcover there? Lol it is all grown over 
«© with thorns, and nettles covering the face 
** thereof, and the ſtone wall thereof broken 
„ down.” This is what might juſtly be ex- 
pected: A wretched condition indeed! as 
will appear by obſerving the following things.” 

Hit, The production and breach; Secondly, 
The ante OI ird ly, The miſerable 
end. 

(.) The production and breach. The pro- 
duction, we find, are thorns and nettles, which 
we know are very unprofitable to the owner, 
and are at beſt but cumberers of the ground, 
Should it be aſked from whence they ſprung; 
I anſwer, from the unprofitable ſeeds hid in 
the field or vineyard, and fo are the effects of 
the curſe. See Gen. iti. 17, 18. © Curſed is 
the ground for thy ſake; in ſorrow ſhalt 
«thou eat of it all the days of thy life: 
«thorns alſo and thiſtles ſhall it bring forth: 
and is likewiſe much owing to the flothful- 
| Heſs of the huſbandman in nat deſtroying. 


them at their firſt appearance, and fo prevent 
their 
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their ſpreading growth. The ſtone wall we 
find alſo broke down; by which is meant ws 
ferice; which for: want of care and watchful= 
Heſs" fell to decay, and perhaps by the help 
of ſome enemy Was broke down. This: is: a 


true emblem! of a religious fluggard; whois 
all grown over with the thorns of ſin; "and 
the face thereof covered with the nettles of 
wickedneſs. If the enquiry ſhould: be, from 
whence did theſe evils proceed ? the anſwet 
is ready; from the ſeeds of iniquity hid in the 
heart, which is the wretched» effect of the 
fall, and is much owing to the owner there- 
of, in not nipping fin in its bud. For want 
of this, how many do we ſee all grown Get 
with drunkenneſs, uncleanneſs, diſobedience 
to parents, ſwearing, lying, &c. Now if the 
apoſtle Paul's exhortation had been complied 
with, much of this production might have 
been prevented: Col. iii. 3. % Mortify chete- 
& fore your membets which are upon the 
« earth, fornication, - uncleannels; inordinate 
te affection, evil concupiſcence, and covetouſ- 
© nefs, which is idolatry.” In ſuch perſons 
we alſo may ſee the ſtone wall broken down, 
which was once formed of ſtrong reſolutions, 
and cemented with fair promiſes ; but through 
flothfulneſs it is broken down and laid waſte. 
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It is. poſſible this ance ineloſed ſpot of ground 


was under the inſpection of ſome pious pa- 
rents, who inſtrumentally ploughed up the 


| furface of the earth with the ploughfhare of 


natural conviction ; but the poor parents could 


pleugh vo deeper; they could nat reach the 
heart : No; this is God's work: It is he alone 


nan plough up the fallow ground of the heart, 


and this he doth with the ploughſhare of the 
law, by the agency of the Spirit in ſpiritual = 
conviction. But the pious parents act their 
part as before, then caſt in the ſeed of 
awholeſome advice, covered it over with com · 
paſſion and. love, watered it day and night 
with their tears, breathed over it with the 
breath of prayer, ſhined upon it with a bright 
example, and ſtrengthened the wall with | 

many encouragements, and then promiſed 


themſelves much happineſs: But alas! what 


 2-grievous diſappointment do they meet with: 


Inſtead of pleaſant and profitable fruit, and a 
ſtrong wall to fence the fame, lo, it is all 
grown over with thorns, and nettles covering 
the face thereof, and the ſtone wall thereof is 


| broken dovrn. Such parents may take up 


the following lamentation ; The ground that 
Was er bun my own 3 brought 


: forth 
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forth dere which! dung us to the vey 
heart. | 
" 'Setondhy, 1 hall confider W. unhappy er | 
lecke; which are as follou: | 

"(1 ) Reptoach and contempt, and that from 
all but flupgartls' Ike himſelf. The careful 
and induſtrious will reproach him for his con- 
duct, contemn or defpiſe his production, wy 
wer both his perfon and * 

(2.) Shame: When once he is — 
and rouſe# up from his Tethargic ſtate, be 
will be aſhamed of himfelf and his ſlothftil 
ways; he will be aſhamed of his ground, and 
its unptofitable production, eſpecially when 
he takes a view of his neighbour's field and 
vineyard ſtanding thick with corn, the vines 
flourtthing and laden with delicious cluſters, 
ſtrongly fenced, and clear of ſordid ſhrabs; 
and at the fame time his on fenceleſs por- 
tion is all grown over with thorns, and iettles 
. covering the face thereof, and the ſtone wall 
thereof broken down : A. wireiched portion 
| this, 4. 

(3.) Poverty will be the effects thereof ; 
for as the diligent hand maketh rich, Prov. 

X. 4. fo the hand of the flothful maketh poor, 
Prov. vi. 11. 80 ſhall thy poverty come as 
one that trayelteth, and thy want as an 


armed 


4 
IF 
. 

1.4 
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armed man. Plenty is the child of diligence, 
and is nurſed and nouriſhed by induſtry ; but 
poverty is the child of the ſluggard, which 


is nurſed and nouriſhed by indolence ; . which 


child will be very diſtreſſing to its parent in 
the cold winter ſeaſon, when the barn and 
the wine · fat are empty, and none to pity or 
relieve ; then pinching experience will preach 
him a lecture, which will cauſe his heart to 
ach. And are. theſe, the unhappy effects of 
Nothfulnels in the civil life? Ves, verily: 
Surely then they cannot be leſs diſtreſſing i in 
r religious life. No, no; there they are 
diſtreſſing with a witneſs, as will appear by 

running a parallel with the, former. 
1. As the civil ſo the religious luggard i is 
ts object of reproach and contempt, and 
that by the religious, wiſe, and prudent, who 
contemn. his conduct and reprove him ſharp- 
ly, and that by way of mortifying degrade. 
eg an inſtance of. this, Prov. vi, 6, 7, 8. 
Go to the ant, thou fluggard, conſider her 
« ways, and be wiſe ; which having no puide, 
« oyerſeer, or ruler, provideth her meat in 
T the ſummer, .and gathereth her food in the 
« harveſt.” What a degrade is here! Behold, 
the man. with all his natural and acquired 
parts is ſent to ſchool to learn a leſſon: Of 
whom? 
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whom? of Pythagoras? no: of Socrates f 
no: of Plato? no: nor yet of Seneca: But 
of a poor, diminutive, weak, and contemp- 
tible inſect, the ant: Go to the ant, tom 
flaggard, conſider her ways, and be wiſe.” 
And indeed there are many inſtructive leffons 
of induſtry (according to naturaliſts) the flug- 
gard might learn of the ant, as, 1. Her great 
induſtry, with equal dexterity in forming 4 
cell, which is a ſtrong defence againſt winter 
rains, a ſafe magazine for her winter ſtore; 
which, 2. She is induſtrious to fill, by work- 
ing late and eafly, yea, night and day, eſpe- 
cially in the harveſt ſeaſon, and which ſome- 
times is attended with much difficulty, be- 
cauſe of the badneſs of the way. z. The 
grain being houſed, ſhe bites off the end, to 
prevent its growing in the batn. 4. If by 
chance it gets wet, ſhe is induſtrious to bring 
it forth to dry, then lodges it in her granary 
again. Theſe and other leſſons of induſtty 
are taught by this feeble inſet. The wiſe 
man proceeds to enlarge his encomiums as 
follows: Who having no guide, overſeer, 
nor ruler, provideth her meat in the ſum- 
mer, and gathereth her food in the harveſt. 
Pray take notice; having no guide, yet acts 

D wiſely; 


1 26 J 5 
wiſely; no overſeer, yet acts diligently; no 
'  Tuler, yet acts freely; and all by natural in- 
ſtinct: whereas the ſluggard has not only 
nature, reaſon, and conſcience, to dictate 
him, but parents, maſters, miniſters, and 
magiſtrates, to exhort, inſtruct, correct, and 
reprove; yea, the great God himſelf, and 
yet after all, he remains the fluggard till 
| alarmed by ſome awful providence, or awak- . 

ened by ſome powerful conviction; the con- 
ſequence of which will, 3 
2. Be ſhame and confuſion of face. This 
was the caſe of Ephraim of old, as appears 
from his humble declaration, Fer. xxxi. 19. 
* Surely after that I was turned, I repented ; 
« and after that I was inſtructed, I ſmote 
10 upon my thigh : I was aſhamed, yea, even. 
 * confounded, becauſe I did bear the re- 
« proach of my youth,” He will be aſhamed 
when he reflects on the golden moments of 
precious time which are irretrievably loſt; 
he will alſo be aſhamed of what he hath 
brought forth, even the fruit of his doings, 
his pricking thorns and ſtinging nettles of fin 
and iniquity ; he will be aſhamed when he, 
thinks of the reſolutions and promiſes which 
he may have made in times paſt, and are 
now 
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now broken; and now he himſelf may lie 
down in ſhame, and confuſion cover him, 
becauſe, 

3- Of the poverty that will enſue ; for 
ſo ſure as he hath waſted the ſummer and 
harveſt ſeaſon of his ſoul, the winter ſeaſon 
of old age or death will overtake him ; and' 
what a poor naked condition will the old 
finner be in, that hath nothing but thorns 
and nettles to cloath him; and what an un- 
comfortable dying bed muſt a bed of thorns 
and nettles be. Such, in the intolerable an- 
guiſh of a once benumbed, but now awakened 
conſcience, may take up the lamentation of 
the church, Jer. viii. 20. The harveſt is 
“ paſt, the ſummer is ended, and we are 
* not ſaved.“ Having run the parallel, I 
ſhall ſhew, 

Thirdly, The miſerable end of ſuch pro- 
duction : and this we find will be burning, 
Ja. xxvii. 4. Who would ſet the briers 
e and thorns againſt me in battle? I would 
&* go through them, I would burn them to- 
“ gether.” This awful truth is illuſtrated 
by the inſpired writer, Heb. vi. 7, 8. © For 
* the earth which drinketh in the rain that 
« cometh oft upon it, and bringeth forth 

2 ** herbs 
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te herbs meet for them by whom it is dreſſed, 
te receiveth bleſſing from God: But chat | 
* which beareth thorns and briers is rejected, 
and is nigh unto curſing, whoſe end is to 
* be burned,” Here, Note, the ſame rain 
which cauſeth to bring forth herbs for the 
uſe of man on one ground, cauſeth to bring 
forth thorns and briers on another. So the 
fame rain of doctrine which cauſeth to bring 
forth good fruit from one man, will tend to 
bring forth thorns and briers from another ; 
the end of which is to be burned, and that 
either, 

I. Spiritually, by the fire of God's law, 
here, which ſhall be quenched by the blood 
of Chriſt, when it hath executed its office; 
or elſe by a fire hereafter, which ſhall never, 
never be quenched. 


Nigh unto curſing is that ſordid, ground, 
Where only thorns and nettles can be 
found ; 
Tho' fertile in producing ſhrubs of ſhame, 
The Lord by grace will ſurely blaſt the 
ſame, 
Or leave them to the laſt devouring 
flame. 


Which 
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Which leads me to the third genera 
head, 


III. We ſhall here endeavour, with the 
wiſe man, to learn a leſſon of inſtruction : 
« Then I ſaw and conſidered it well; I 
« looked upon it, and received inſtruction. 
Here we may obſerve two things: 

Firſt, He ſaw and conſidered it well; 
Secondly, He looked upon it, and e 
inſtruction. 

[1.] He ſaw its baſe, ſordid, and unpro- 
fitable production, all grown over with thorns, 
and nettles covering the face thereof, and 
the ſtone wall thereof broken down; from 
which, 

[2.] He might learn that the effects would 
be reproach, ſhame, and poverty, and the end 
a a blaſt or burning. Here we may alſo learn 
the following leſſon or leſſons: 

1. That a man may be inſenſible in a 
wretched ſtate and condition, being lulled 
aſleep on a bed of carnal ſecurity ; and that 
even where the grace of God hath been plen- 
tifully ſown in the heart: and this will ap- 
pear from the following fad inſtances : 1. Of 
David, a man after God's own heart, a great 

| and 
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and venerable prince ; yet, being lull'd aſleep 
in the caſe of Bathſheba, he was all grown 
over with pricking thorns and ſtinging nettles 
of murder and adultery, in which wretched 
ſtate he lay inſenſible till the Lord awaked 
him out of the ſame, 2. Solomon, the wiſeſt 
of men; how was he charmed, and that 
with the inchantments of his wives and con- 
cubines, who by ſtrong attraction drew his 
heart from the Lord, till thorns and nettles 
too viſibly appeared. 3. Samſon, the ſtrongeſt 
man, with all his fortitude was lulled aſleep 
by his hypocritical Delilah; and though he had 
overcome many of the Philiſtines, yet himſelf 
was overcome by his own corruptions : he 
was all grown over with thorns and nettles. 
Yea, Peter, a man of great reſolution, who 
reſolved to die before he would deny; yet 
we find, by a damſel was lull'd aſleep, the 
effects of which is known by many. Thus 
I have ſhewed ſome ſad inſtances of the 
carnal ſecurity of the great, the wiſe, the 
mighty, and the reſolute ; which ſhould teach 
him that ſtandeth, to take heed, leaſt he fall. 
But muſt theſe, who have the grace of God, 
lay and periſh in their wretched ſtate? No, 
they muſt, they ſhall be awaked. Omni- 
potence 
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potence. is engaged on their behalf ; and well 
it is for them that ſuch power is on their fide, 


otherwiſe they muſt have fallen fatal victims 


to the horrid inchantments. Which may 


teach us, 

2. The abſolute neceſſity of being alarmed 
from ſuch ſupine ſtates, in the executing of 
which the Lord hath different ume; 
As, for example, 

(1.) David muſt be alarmed by Nathan 
the prophet; the account of which you may 
read at large, 2 Sam, xii. in which there are 
four things very remarkable : 1. The parable 
of the poor man's lamb, &c. 2. David's being 
his own judge, inſenſibly paſſeth ſentence of 
death upon himſelf, as in verſe the fifth. 


« And David's anger was greatly kindled 


ec againſt the man; and he ſaid to Nathan, 


« As the Lord liveth, the man that hath 
« done this thing ſhall ſurely die.” 3. Na- 
than the prophet convinceth him that he 
was the tranſgreſſor, ver. 7. And Nathan 
©« ſaid unto. David, Thou art the man.” 
4. David, upon humble confeſſion, obtaineth 
mercy of the Lord, ver. 13. But O! behold 
what a thorn was left in his breaſt, which 
muſt pierce him to the very heart, and 

nettles 
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nettles which muſt ſting him to the very 
ſoul: The illegitimate child muſt fall a victim 
to death, and Abſalom muſt riſe i in rebellion 


_ againſt him, ver. 11. 14. 


(2.) Solomon muſt alſo be awaked out of 


his ſleep, and that perhaps in a ſoft and 


gentle manner : for as the Lord maketh uſe 
of what inſtrument he pleaſeth, ſo he acts in 
what manner he pleaſeth. Some are alarmed 
by the thunders of mount Sinai, others are 


allured by the muſic of mount Sion; ſome 


are broken with the terrible hammer of the 
law, others are melted with the gentle fire 
of the goſpel: the former diſcovers God's 
hatred of fin, the latter diſcovers his love 
to the ſinner. God is a ſovereign, and hath 
a right to do what he will with his own: 
the inſtrument here perhaps may be obſcured 
for wiſe and holy ends, beſt known to the 
Lord; but if conjecture may be allowed to 
me, it ſeems probable that the field and 
vineyard in our text might be the happy 
means, the which, after he had viewed, he 
received inſtruction; and if the diminutive 
epithet on ſublunary things, which he calls 
vanity of vanities and vexation of ſpirit, 

was 
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was written after a view of the foregoing 


things, the effects are obvious. 
(3) Samſon muſt alſo- be alarmed with 


an awful providence ; the Philiſtines muſt 


be upon him, his ſtrength muſt depart from 
him, the windows of his body - muſt be 


darkened, the light of his ſoul probablß 


eclipſed; he muſt be led priſoner to Gaza, 


where he had formerly been guilty of un- 


cleanneſs; there he muſt-grind in the priſon, 
2 he had room for bitter reflection. 
At length the judge of Iſrael muſt be 
brought forth to make ſport for his im- 
placable enemies; at laſt with them fall 
a ſucrifice to death; and was it not that 
his name was inrolled in the records of fame, 
and ranked among the worthies who all died 
in faith, Herb. xi. 32. I ſhonld much have 
queſtioned the falvaffon of his fool, he was 
ſo wretchedly grown over with thorns * 

Amen 
(4:) Peter alſo muſt be wanted from his 
Kate of ſecurity; and as his temptation was 
ſudden, ſo muſt his new converſion be; 
and as the inſtrument of the former was 
weak, 'even a fooliſh woman, ſo muſt the 
inſtrument of the latter; not he roaring 
E of 
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of a ſtrong lion, but the ſhrill crowing of 4. 
cock : this, with the concurring look of the 
ſuffering Saviour, muſt melt, his heart, and 
draw tears from his eyes; for we are told 
by an inſpired writer, that he went out 
and wept bitterly, Mat. xxvi. 75, and if 
we follow poor Peter from the high - prieſt's 
palace, we may find him weeping over his 
ſins, and watering thoſe deſpicable plants 
with ſhowers of tears iar as the ocean. 
In the 
34 place, We may hk from hence 
what ſeeds of iniquity there are in our hearts, 
and how careful we ſhould be to pre- 
vent their growth. Worthy of obſerva- 
tion are the words of the writer- of our 
text to that neceſſary and important end: 
% Keep thine heart with all diligence.” 
Prov. iv. 23. And again, He that truſteth 
his own heart is a fool.” Prov. xxviii. 26. 
Sin muſt be nipped in its bud, otherwiſe 
it will nip us in the ſoul: we muſt crucify 
the fleſh, with the -luſts thereof, or they 
will crucify all our comforts; “ for if ye 
te live after the fleſh ye ſhall die; but if ye 
: through the Spirit do mortify the deeds 
f* of the body, ye ſhall liye. Kam. viii. 13. 
33 | Thug 
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Thus I have paſſed through what I propoſed; 
wherein I have ſhewed; 


Fin, The perſoti ot perſons ſpoken of in 
our text, natnely, the flothful, and the man 


void of underſtanding; 


| Secondly, Paſſed by his field and vineyard, 


and beheld it all grown over with thorns, and 

nettles covering the face thereof, and the 

ſtone wall thereof broken down. 
Thirdly, Endeavoured to learn with the 


wiſe man a leſſon of inſtruction. Let us 
cloſe the whole with a E Improre- 


ment. 

Firſt, By way of enquiry. And here let 
us impartially aſk our own felves, What 
character do we beat, and what is our con- 
duct in the religious life? Are we flothful, 
and void of underſtanding; or are we dili- 
gent, and men of wiſdom? Are we all 
grown over with thorns, and covered with 
nettles, and all our promiſes and reſolutions 
broke down; or are we free from thoſe im- 
moral evils; and men of integrity and ſteady 
reſolutions? If we ftand in the character of 
the latter, let me in the 

Second place, Give a word of advice: 
Which! is; to examine ourſelves, whether the 

E 2 ſeeds 
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ſeeds of grace be ſown in our hearts, and 


what progreſs we make in the divine life; 


knowing that morality without ſpirituality 


will not ſuffice; and if upon ſtrict ſearch 


we have reaſon to believe the root of the 
matter is in us, let us conſider what makes 
us to differ from others, that we have no- 
thing but what we have received, and ſo 
have no room to glory, leſt we ſhould ſacri- 
fice to our own dragg, and burn incenſe to 
our own net; but rather let us ſay with the 
apoſtle, By the grace of God we are 
ct what we are.” Let us alſo confider from 
whence this grace received flows, vi. from 
the inexhauſtible fountain Jeſus Chriſt, out 
of whoſe fulneſs have all we received, and 
grace for grace, Jahn i. 16. In him it was 
depoſited before time, by Jehovah the-Father, 
who hath ſaved us and called us with an 
holy calling, not according to our works, 
but according to his own purpoſe -and grace, 
which was given us jn Chriſt Jeſus before the 
world began, and is given to us in time by 
the agency of the Spirit ; and that firſt in re- 
generation, which is ſanctification radically 
conſidered; and by after-conveyance, which 


is ſanctification carried on; and ſhall be 
| com- 
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eompleated in glory hereafter. But if there 
be any here who bear the character of the 
former, namely, ſlothful and void of e 
ſanding, let me 1 in the 


Third place, To ſuch give, a word. of re- 


proof. How long wilt thou-ſleep, O ſlug- 
gard? when wilt thou ariſe out of thy ſleep? 
Prov, vi, 9. Perhaps you will anſwer, When 


I come to be old. But ſuppoſing death 


ſhould intercept old age, and caſt you on a 
bed of thorns, inſtead of a bed of roſes; and 
a pillow of nettles, inſtead: of falling aſleep. 
in the arms of Chriſt; let me tell you, 
ſhould this be your caſe, it will be. deſperate 
beyond expreſſion : ſhould you vainly ima- 
gine that your thorns and nettles may be 
a fence againſt: death and deſtruction, you 
will find yourſelf as much miſtaken as the 
Ninevites of old were, of whom it is faid, 
in very awful language, © For while they 
« be folden together as thorns, and while 


© they are drunken as drunkards, they ſhall 
* be deyoured as ſtubble fully dry.” Ne. i. 
10. Or ſuppoſing the laſt loud trumpet's 
- dread alarm ſhould intercept death, and 
awaken you out of your carnal fleep, what 
will you do with your thorns and nettles, 

when 


361 
when the heavens, being on fire, ſhall be 
diſſolved, and the elements ſhall melt with 


fervent heat? What will you do with your 


thorns and nettles in the day of the Lord's 
vengeance, when the ſtreams ſhall be turn- 


« ed into pitch, and the duſt thereof into 
te brimſtone, and the land thereof ' ſhall 


* become burning pitch? Jaiab xxxiv. . 
What will you do with your thorns and 
nettles, when the flaſhing lightnings, which 
ſometimes dart their forked fury from the 
angry gloom, ſhall 'be expanded into ſheets 
of ſpreading flame? when foreſts ſhall be 
burning, the world blazing, and nature dif- 
ſolving? then, and not till then, to awake 
out of ſleep will be awful indeed, and the 
tremendous ſcene ſhocking beyond concep- 
tion. Should any be alarmed upon ſerious 
reflection, and made to cry out, What muſt 
I do to be ſaved? I ſhall to ſuch, in the 
Fourth and laſt place, Give a word of con- 
ſolation. Believe on the Lord Jefus Chriſt, 
and thou ſhalt be faved: fly to him for re- 
fuge, and you will find him to be an hiding- 


place from the ſtorm, and a covert from the 


tempeſt, Ja. xxxii. 2. fly to him, who is 
able to ſave to the uttermoſt all that come 
unto 


1 | 
unto God by him, ſeeing he ever liveth to 
make interceſſion for them, Heb. vii. 25. and 
who hath promiſed, that him that cometh 


he will in no wiſe caſt out, Joby vi. 37. 


Gracious promiſe! glorious encouragement! 
That the wheels of our ſouls may be ſet in 
motion thereby, and we animated to fly for 
refuge to lay hold on the hope ſet before us, 
may the Lord of his infinite mercy grant, for 


| Jeſus Chriſt's ſake, Amen, 
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